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	Non-Fiction Annotation Techniques

	1. MAIN IDEA   For each section of your reading, highlight or underline the main idea.  Usually, this will be stated near the beginning or end.  Sometimes it will be stated in both places.  It may also be implied, in which case you should briefly note it.  Label it with (MI).

2. LEAD WORDS   For each paragraph, highlight or underline 2 – 4 lead words.  These will usually be nouns, and they will be the topics of the important supporting evidence.  By highlighting these words, you give your eyes and easy way to locate the main supporting points the writer makes.  Label these (LW)
3. VOCABULARY   Highlight challenging vocabulary words.  Write down the definition of these words in the margin.  Label these (V).
4. QUESTIONS   Ask questions of the article.  In the margin write the question.  Label it with a (?).
5. SUMMARIZE IMPORTANT PARAGRAPHS   After reading an important paragraph, scribble a quick note or word in the margin to remind yourself about the focus of the paragraph. Label these summary statements with an (S). 
6. CONCLUSION   When you are done with the article, write one or two sentences describing the article’s reason for being.  This is the “So what?” of the “Big Picture.” It is the author’s purpose for writing.  Ask yourself, why did the authors bother to write this?  What effect do they hope to have on the reader?  Why does this matter?  Write one or two sentences answering these questions.  



