Poem Analysis 





Name __________________

Paraphrase Each Stanza  


A Poison Tree by William Blake 
I was angry with my friend:
I told my wrath, my wrath did end.

I was angry with my foe:
I told it not, my wrath did grow.

And I watered it in fears
Night and morning with my tears,

And I sunned it with smiles
And with soft deceitful wiles.

And it grew both day and night,
Till it bore an apple bright,

And my foe beheld it shine,
And he knew that it was mine - 

And into my garden stole
When the night had veiled the pole;

In the morning, glad, I see
My foe outstretched beneath the tree. 
Make two connections to the poem.  

Choose three striking words or phrases, describe the connotations of each, and the effect.      

	LINE
	THIS REMINDS ME OF…
	THIS MAKES ME FEEL…

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What are three questions you have about this poem? 

What is the tone of the poem?  
1. What sort of attitude, mood, or emotion does it convey?

2. Is it sad, humorous, nostalgic, serious, frivolous, sarcastic, ecstatic, grotesque?
3. Is there irony: a discrepancy between what is stated and what is meant, conveyed through a tone of voice or contradiction between words and the matter at hand?

Does the poem use figurative language?

1. Does it use metaphor: comparison made by direct association, through substitution of one thing or idea for another?

2. Does it use personification: attributing human qualities to an inanimate object or an abstract concept? 

What kind of imagery does the poem use?

1. What mental pictures (representations that can be visualized) does it create? 

2. What do you see, hear, taste, smell, touch in your imagination through the words of the poem? 

3. Does the poem use symbolism: an image that has a meaning beyond what it literally represents?  

