EXPLICATING A POEM 
In order to explicate or give a detailed literary analysis of a poem, it is useful to ask the following questions. You do not necessarily have to follow this order.  

1.
What is the literal sense of the poem? 

· What is the meaning of each sentence? 

· How could the poem be paraphrased: restated in prose form?  

2.
What is the tone of the poem? 

· What sort of attitude, mood or emotion does it convey? 

· Is it happy, sad, humorous, angry, nostalgic, serious, frivolous, sarcastic, ecstatic, grotesque? 

· Is there irony: a discrepancy between what is stated and what is meant, conveyed through a tone of voice or contradiction between words and the matter at hand? 

3.
Does the poem use figurative language? 

· Does it contain simile: the comparison of one thing with something else using “like” or “as”? 

· Does it use metaphor: a comparison made by direct association, through substitution of one thing or idea for another? 

· Does it use personification: attributing human qualities to an inanimate object or an abstract concept? 

4.
What kind of imagery does the poem use? 

· What mental pictures (representations that can be visualized) does it create? 

· What do you see, hear, taste, smell, touch in your imagination through the words of the poem? 

· Does the poem use symbolism: an image that has a meaning beyond what it literally represents? 

