Poem Analysis 





Name __________________

Paraphrase Each Stanza  

“To An Athlete Dying Young” (1920) by A.E. Housman
	THE time you won your town the race

We chaired you through the market-place;
	

	Man and boy stood cheering by,

And home we brought you shoulder-high.
	

	To-day, the road all runners come,

Shoulder-high we bring you home,
	

	And set you at your threshold down,

Townsman of a stiller town.
	

	Smart lad, to slip betimes away

From fields where glory does not stay,
	

	And early though the laurel grows

It withers quicker than the rose.
	

	Eyes the shady night has shut

Cannot see the record cut,
	

	And silence sounds no worse than cheers

After earth has stopped the ears:
	

	Now you will not swell the rout

Of lads that wore their honours out,
	

	Runners whom renown outran

And the name died before the man.
	

	So set, before its echoes fade,

The fleet foot on the sill of shade, 

And hold to the low lintel up

The still-defended challenge-cup.
	

	And round that early-laurelled head

Will flock to gaze the strengthless dead,
	

	And find unwithered on its curls

The garland briefer than a girl's.
	


Make two connections to the poem.  
Choose three striking words or phrases, describe the connotations of each, and the effect.      

	LINE
	THIS REMINDS ME OF…
	THIS MAKES ME FEEL…

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What are three questions you have about this poem? 

What are three words in this poem you don’t know?  Give the denotation and describe the connotation of each word. 

	WORD
	DEFINITION
	CONNOTATION

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What is the tone of the poem?  
1. What sort of attitude, mood, or emotion does it convey?

2. Is it sad, humorous, nostalgic, serious, frivolous, sarcastic, ecstatic, grotesque?
3. Is there irony: a discrepancy between what is stated and what is meant, conveyed through a tone of voice or contradiction between words and the matter at hand?

Does the poem use figurative language?

1. Does it use metaphor: comparison made by direct association, through substitution of one thing or idea for another?

2. Does it use personification: attributing human qualities to an inanimate object or an abstract concept? 

What kind of imagery does the poem use?

1. What mental pictures (representations that can be visualized) does it create? 
2. What do you see, hear, taste, smell, touch in your imagination through the words of the poem? 
3. Does the poem use symbolism: an image that has a meaning beyond what it literally represents?  

Comprehension Questions

Suppose you did not know the title of this poem.  What clues in the poem would help you conclude that this is a funeral procession?

How would you react to this poem if it were written about you or a close friend? 
What parallel events are described in the first and second stanzas?  What is the significance of repeating the phrase "shoulder-high"? 

In line 9, why does the speaker call the athlete "smart"?  Do you think that the speaker means what he says in lines 9-20? 

Where is the young athlete at the end of the poem? 

The speaker suggests that it is best to die at one's peak, before glory begins to fade.  After thinking awhile, what is your response to this idea?

