Cask of Amontillado 

Questions 

1.
What does the name "Fortunato" suggest? What do you think of a character who will not tolerate insult without seeking revenge? 

2. Is the narrator addressing a specific character that remains silent? Who might "so well know the nature of [the narrator's] soul"? 

3. The narrator offers some advice on seeking revenge. What is his advice?

4. How does the narrator behave around his "friend" Fortunato? 

5. What does this paragraph tell you about the narrator, about his social class, his attitude toward himself and others, his understanding of others?

6. Why do you think Poe chose "dusk" and the carnival season as part of the setting for this story?

7. For what other reason might Fortunato greet the narrator with "excessive warmth"?

8. Apparently, the narrator also greets Fortunato with "excessive warmth," but why?

9. Do you think this will be a "lucky" meeting for Fortunato?

10. Amontillado is a fine sherry. Remember what the narrator identifies as Fortunato's "weak point"?

11. Psychologically, what effect might the narrator's words have on Fortunato in this paragraph? 

12. Why would the narrator repeat that he "has his doubts" about the Amontillado he purchased? Earlier, the narrator states that he, like Fortunato, is a wine expert.

13. The narrator continues his psychological manipulation of Fortunato. How is the narrator manipulating Fortunato here?

14. We soon find that the narrator very much wants Fortunato to go to the narrator's vaults, so why does the narrator say that he does not want Fortunato to go? 

15. If the narrator perceives that Fortunato is afflicted with a "severe cold," why does the narrator tell Fortunato that he looks "remarkably well" when the characters first meet?

16. It is carnival time, so the narrator is wearing a mask and a roquelaire (a cloak), but why else might he be dressed this way? 

17. What instructions did the narrator give his servants earlier in the evening? Why did he give these instructions? What does this tell us about the narrator?

18. Why might Fortunato walk in an "unsteady" way?

19. If the narrator hates Fortunato, why would he refer to Fortunato as his "poor friend"?

20. What do the following words suggest about the narrator: "you are happy, as once I was"? Likewise, what do the adjectives the narrator uses to describe Fortunato tell us about him, especially in relation to the narrator?

21. Why is the narrator so concerned about Fortunato's health? Note also that the narrator says he cannot be responsible for making Fortunato more ill. 

22. In a few places on this page, Poe uses "foreshadowing," hints about things that will occur later in the story. Can you identify some of this foreshadowing?

23. Why would the narrator want Fortunato to drink some of his wine?

24. Why might Fortunato look at the narrator "with a leer"?

25. What does this comment tell us about the narrator?

26. Fortunato is referring to the narrator's coat of arms, a symbolic depiction of ancestry and family distinctions.  How does this coat of arms relate to other aspects of the story?

27. The narrator nearly insists that Fortunato leave the catacombs. Why?

28. What does this description tell us about Fortunato?

29. Fortunato finds it "impossible" to believe that the narrator is a mason. What does this fact tell us both about Fortunato and the narrator? Also, if Fortunato finds it impossible to believe that the narrator is a mason, why would Fortunato give the narrator a secret sign that only another mason would understand? 

30. Why does Fortunato "recoil" when the narrator produces the trowel? Why do you think Fortunato does not ask, and apparently does not wonder, why the narrator is carrying a trowel beneath his cloak?

31. What does Fortunato's leaning "heavily" suggest?

32. Literally, the scene is getting darker. What might this detail suggest on a symbolic level?

33. Notice where the narrator and Fortunato are now: at "the most remote end of the crypt" in the "inmost recesses" of the "extensive" catacombs. Why this setting?

34. Why do you think the narrator goes into such detail as he describes this scene? Why, for instance, does the narrator give the measurements of the "interior recess"?

35. Why does the narrator mention Luchesi at this point?

36. Why does the narrator remind Fortunato of the nitre and again "implore" him to leave the catacombs?

37. "True" seems an odd response to Fortunato's "The Amontillado!" Why do you think the narrator responds in this way?

38. Obviously, the narrator has carefully prepared this scene, but why do you think the narrator kept his trowel with him and did not bury it under the bones with the other materials?

39. Why might the narrator describe Fortunato's silence as "obstinate" (stubborn)?

40. What is your reaction to this comment by the narrator?

41. Why do you think the narrator describes in such detail his building of the wall to encase Fortunato?

42. Why does the narrator "hesitate" and "tremble"? And why does he indicate that he reacted in this way only for "a brief moment"? 

43. The narrator reveals a fact that he has held back until this point: that he is carrying a rapier. Why might the narrator have a rapier with him? 

44. How does the narrator "satisfy" and "reassure" himself?

45. Why does the narrator "re-echo" and even "surpass" Fortunato's yelling? What effect might the narrator's actions have on Fortunato?

46. Why do you think Poe chose "midnight" as the time when the narrator is finishing his task?

47. Why does the narrator react this way?

48. What effect does the narrator create by referring to Fortunato as "noble" at this point?

49. How would you explain Fortunato's behavior and comments?

50. How would you explain this comment from the narrator?

51.  What might Fortunato be trying to do by mentioning his wife, "the Lad?

52. Fortunato," and how she and others will be waiting for them?

53. The narrator knows that "they" (Fortunato and he) will not be going, so why does he respond in this way?

54. What might the narrator mean by this echoing of Fortunato's words?

55. Why is the narrator becoming "impatient"?

56. What effect is created by the "jingling of the bells" at this moment? 

57. Why does the narrator specify that "the dampness of the catacombs" is what made his heart grow sick? How would you describe the narrator's tone in this sentence?

58. Why does the narrator now work quickly to finish his task?

59. This is a surprising fact: it has been 50 years since the narrator buried Fortunato alive. Why might the narrator be telling his story now?

60. “Rest in Peace" (Latin). Why do you think the narrator ends his story with this phrase? 

