The Black Cat






Name ___________________

Questions

1. What do we learn about the narrator when he was younger?

2. What causes the narrator to be violent to his animals, and violent to his wife?  

3. Why does the narrator hurt the cat?  How does he react afterwards?

4. When his house burns, what is the outline he sees on a wall that was left standing?

5. What similarity does the new cat have with the old cat?

6. Why does he get so angry when the cat follows him everywhere and shows him so much love?  

7. How is the wife presented throughout the story?

8. How could the cat itself symbolize alcoholism?  Think about the cat and the narrator’s relationship throughout the story.

9. Who is the protagonist of this story?  How do you know?

10. Who is the antagonist in this story?  How do you know?

11. What is the setting of the story?

12. What are the major conflicts in the story?  Explain them.  

A

B

C

13. What point of view is the story told from?

14. What are the major themes in this story?  Describe them in detail.

15. What are some symbols in this story?

16. Give three examples of irony from the story.

A

B

C

17. What is the moral of the story?

18. Are there any examples of allusion in the story?  If so, what are they?

19. Is there any foreshadowing in the story?  Explain.

20. What is the tone of the story?  What is the author’s attitude toward this story? 

