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Alienation
Perhaps the greatest consequence of Gregor’s metamorphosis is the psychological distance it creates between Gregor and those around him. Gregor’s change makes him literally and emotionally separate from his family members—indeed, from humanity in general—and he even refers to it as his “imprisonment.” After his transformation he stays almost exclusively in his room with his door closed and has almost no contact with other people. At most, Grete spends a few minutes in the room with him, and during this time Gregor always hides under the couch and has no interaction with her. Furthermore, he is unable to speak, and consequently he has no way of communicating with other people. Lastly, Gregor’s metamorphosis literally separates him from the human race as it makes him no longer human. Essentially he has become totally isolated from everyone around him, including those people he cares for like Grete and his mother.

But as we learn over the course of the story, this feeling of estrangement actually preceded his transformation. Shortly after waking and discovering that he has become a bug, for example, Gregor reflects on his life as a traveling salesman, noting how superficial and transitory his relationships have become as a result of his constant traveling. Later, Gregor recalls how his initial pride at being able to support his family faded once his parents began to expect that support, and how he felt emotionally distant from them as a result. There is also no mention in the story of any close friends or intimate relationships outside his family. In fact, the alienation caused by Gregor’s metamorphosis can be viewed as an extension of the alienation he already felt as a person.

Find 3 quotes that convey the theme of alienation. 

Write an essay in which you discuss the main theme of the novel and how it manifests itself in the story.  Come to a conclusion about the message the author is conveying in his work. 

THESIS:  In Metamorophosis by Franz Kafka, the main theme is alienation. 

	Event that conveys a feeling of alienation. 
	Quote from the event that conveys a feeling of isolation
	Explain HOW the quote conveys a feeling of isolation. 
	Moral or lesson the author conveys in that event. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


METAMOPRHOSIS ROUGH DRAFT

Essay Question: What is a major theme in the novel Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka? 


Introduction:
The main theme in Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka is alienation.  This theme manifests itself in three ways.  
A 
B
C

Body Paragraph #1
INTRO TO EVIDENCE (INTRO TO QUOTE) Include a transition
Discuss who the speaker of the quote is and when/where the quote takes place.
EVIDENCE (QUOTE)  This is a quote from the play that supports your main idea.


LINK   Links the evidence you used to the key idea in your topic sentence. Explains how the evidence supports your topic. The link is what you think or how you relate the evidence to the topic.  Your link is unique --- it shows your thought process and why you chose the evidence you chose. 
 
Body Paragraph #2
 
INTRODUCTION TO EVIDENCE (INTRODUCTION TO QUOTE)
 
EVIDENCE (QUOTE)
 
LINK
 

Body Paragraph #3
 
INTRODUCTION TO EVIDENCE (INTRODUCTION TO QUOTE)

EVIDENCE (QUOTE)

LINK
 

CONCLUSION  

Restate your main idea.  Summarize your arguments.  Include a thoughtful ending sentence.  

Metamorphosis quotes that convey alienation 

In front of this monstrous creature, I refuse to pronounce my brother’s name and therefore I merely say:  we have to try to get rid of it.  

Gregor was now cut off from his mother who perhaps was lose to death, all on his account. 

Gregor spent the nights and days almost completely without sleep… but instead of helping him and his family, they were all inaccessible… he was filled with nothing but rage over how badly he was looked after. 

Gregor’s severe injury, from which he suffered for more than a month-since no one dared to remove the apple, it remained in his flesh as a visible reminder-

At the beginning she even called him over with words she probably thought were friendly such as, “Come over here, old dung beetle, or just look at the old dung beetle!” 

His father gave him a strong push fro behind that was truly liberating one, and, bleeding profusely, he sailed far into his room.  Next, the door was slammed shut with the stick, then all was finally quiet.  

She had already started crying while Gregor was still calmly lying on his back. 

Second time after everyone’s midday meal… Surely they didn’t want Gregor to starve.

She frightened Gregor two times a day with the running; during the whole time he trembled under the couch, even though he knew perfectly well that she would surely have spared him that gladly if she had been at all capable of staying in a room containing Gregor with the window closed.  

Gregor stood still in fright; to continue running was pointless because his father had decided to bombard him. 

“Mr. Samsa,”  the cief clerk now called in a loueer voice.  What’s going on?  You’re  barricading yourself in your room, giving just “yes,” and “no” answers, causing your parents big, needless worries and – etc. 

She lost control of herself and slammed the door shut again from outside. 

But the chief clerk had turned awa as soon as Gregor had started to speak, and, with protruding lips, only stared back at him over his trembling shoulders as he left. 

In the first two weeks his parents couldn’t muster up the courage to come into his room. 

He ran over to them and, with arms outspread, he tried to make them withdraw into their room, at the same time blocking their view of Gregor with his body. 

Did you understand even a single word? 

He was now glad he had formed the cautious habit, on offshoot of his business trips, of locking all his doors at night even at home. 

On top of that, he didn’t at all like the milk, which was formerly his favorite beverage and … almost with repugnance crept back to the center of the room. 

For some reason, the tall, empty room where he was forced to remain made him feel uneasy as he lay there flat on the floor. 

Contact with different people all the time so that you can never get to know anyone or become friendly with them. 

He lay there for a while, numb and immobile, all around him it was quiet. 

He spent four hours carrying the bedsheet over to the couch on his back and arranged it so that he was completely covered. 

He was no longer at all in the mood to worry about his family; he was filled with nothing but rage over how badly he was looked after. 

She saw the dirt just as well has he did, but she had simply made up her mind to leave it there. 

In this overworked and overtired family (who had time to be concerned about Gregor) beyond what was absolutely necessary. 

His mind being constantly bent on nothing but fast crawling, he scarcely paid attention to the fact that he was not being disturbd by any word or outcry from his family. 

No plea of Gregor’s helped; in fact no plea was understood,; no matter how numbly he turned his head. 

