Understanding Characterization


Name _________________

In modern dramas, such as A Doll's House, characters re generally developed through dialogue, action, and physical appearance.  Although they may be regarded as an element of a character's appearance or behavior, it is worth noting that personal possessions, such as Nora's macaroons, may also play a minor role in charcter development. 

1. What is revealed about Torvald's personality through his explanation of his decision to fire Krogstad and his refusal to reconsider his decision?

2. What seems to be Torvald's main concern in life?  Support your answer.

3. How does Torvald's main concern contrast with Nora's primary concern?

4. How would you characterize Nora based on her comments and actions in the first  two acts?

5. How would you characterize Dr. Rank?  How is his personality conveyed? 

After reading the first two acts of the play you should be able to make some predictions about the outcome of the play based on what you have already learned about the characters and their situations.  

1. How will Torvald react if he reads Krogstad's letter?

2. How will Torvald's reaction affect Nora and Torvald's marriage?

3. What will become of Dr. Rank?

4. What will become of Krogstad and Mrs. Linde?

