Rubric for Poem Explication
	Points
	Poor (2)
	Needs to improve (3)
	Average (4)
	Strong (5)

	Introduction
	The writer makes a generalization about the poem that does not address its deeper significance.  Overall effect, tone, and mood are not adequately addressed.
	The writer attempts to address the theme of the poem, but fails to address the specifics, such as literal/figurative meaning, tone, mood, etc.
	Introduction vaguely states the theme of the poem.  The writer discusses the poem’s meaning.  The writer references the author’s tone and the mood of the poem.
	Introduction clearly states the theme of the poem.  The writer discusses the poem’s meaning.  The writer references the author’s tone and the mood of the poem.

	Organization
	Body paragraphs randomly address the content of the poem without any apparent organization.
	The body of the explication breaks some of the poem’s major points down in no particular order.  Explication concludes abruptly.
	The body of the explication breaks most of the poem’s major points down line by line from start to finish.  A brief conclusion summarizes the major points made in the explication.
	The body of the explication breaks the poem down line by line from start to finish.  A brief conclusion reiterates the major points made in the explication and leaves the reader with a poignant statement about the poem to ponder.

	Explanation/Elaboration Upon Evidence
	The writer operates entirely through summary and generalizations.
	The writer operates through summary and generalization, rather than analyzing specific examples of word choice or poetic devices.
	The writer makes reverence to some specific techniques and connects them to the overall meaning of the poem; however, he/she overlooks other key devices central to understanding the poem.
	The writer makes reference to specific techniques used by the poet (poetic devices, sound devices, word choice, etc.) and explains how they contribute to the overall effect of the poem.

	Grammar
	Many glaring errors in grammar and usage; errors make the writer’s main ideas incomprehensible. 
	Several grammar and usage errors impede comprehension of the writer’s main ideas.
	Student’s command of grammar and usage is average.  Essay has minor errors that do not impede comprehension.
	The student’s grammar and usage are above average.  Few or no grammar or rhetorical errors.

	Appropriate Format
	No attempt at producing appropriate format; essay may be flagged for plagiarism.
	Important MLA format rules are disregarded (the essay is missing some citations, work cited page is inadequate, etc.).
	Most MLA conventions are followed, but some minor format errors exist (problems with font, margins, heading, etc.).
	The writer uses the appropriate format specified for the assignment (2 pages, 12 point Times New Roman font, MLA format, etc.).  The essay is neatly typed with an appropriate heading.


Total Points _______ X 2= ______ /50
Letter Grade:

A
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F

