Rubric for Literary Analysis Paper
	Points
	Missing (1)
	Poor (2)
	Average (3)
	Strong (4)

	Intro/Thesis
	No significant claim about the text is made in the introduction.  The reader is left to guess the writer’s point.
	Weak claim is made about the text; writer makes observations but fails to indicate their significance.  The thesis statement is a fact, not an opinion.
	A claim about the text is made, but it needs to be strengthened.  The opinion stated is too general; writer has not restricted himself/herself to a manageable topic.
	A strong, insightful claim is made about the text.  The claim goes deeper than fact or a generalization.  The writer poses a specific, unified thesis statement that is appropriately restricted to the chosen topic.

	Body Paragraphs/Sub-Claims
	Body paragraphs all lack sub-claims.  Topic sentences do not address ideas posed by the thesis.
	Some body paragraphs lack sub-claims, or have weak sub-claims, limiting the writer to summary.
	Topic sentences introduce focus in each body paragraph, but not all sub-claims are clearly related to the thesis.
	Topic sentences introduce focus in each body paragraph.  Topic sentences are strong sub-claims that correlate well with the thesis.

	Conclusion
	The essay ends abruptly without revisiting the thesis.
	There is an attempt at closure, but the paper fails to clearly restate the thesis and address the relevance of the writer’s claim.
	Conclusion restates the thesis, but then closes blandly.
	Strong conclusion restates the thesis and leaves the reader with a poignant claim to ponder.

	Using Quotes/Evidence
	Writer uses no specific supporting evidence from the text, and therefore can only make generalizations.

	The writer does not use enough quotes or evidence from the text to support claims.
	The writer uses enough textual evidence, but the connection to the thesis is unclear in some cases. 
	The writer effectively incorporates relevant passages from primary or secondary sources.  Summary is used sparingly and serves to clarify points posed in the essay.

	Explanation of Evidence
	Writer uses no specific supporting evidence from the text, and therefore cannot make connections to the thesis.
	Connection between the evidence and the sub-claims/thesis is absent in most paragraphs.
	Most evidence for claims is explained and connected to the sub-claims/thesis statement; however, a more thorough examination is required in some cases.
	Quotes and evidence for claims are thoroughly explained and connected to the sub-claims/thesis statement.

	“So What?” Statements/Connecting Sub-Claims to the Thesis
	No clear connections to the thesis are made in any of the body paragraphs.
	Writer’s efforts to pose “so what?” statements and to connect them to the thesis are inconsistent.
	Each body paragraph ends with a sentence that relates back to the thesis, but the level of relevance varies. 
	Each body paragraph ends with a sentence that relates back to the thesis.  The connection is clear and insightful.

	MLA Format
	Work cited page missing; missing citations.  Potential for plagiarism.
	Important MLA format rules are disregarded (the essay is missing some citations, work cited page is inadequate, etc.).
	Most MLA conventions are followed, but some minor format errors exist (problems with font, margins, heading, etc.).
	Proper MLA format used in citations and work cited page.
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