	[image: image1.jpg]



	Syllabus for British Literature 

2010-2011

	
	Teacher:
	Ms. Martha Carrillo

	
	Office Phone:
	773-535-2138

	
	Email Address:
	milara@cps.edu


	
	Office and Hours:
	5th, 8th, and 9th  – Room 242 (English Dept.)

	
	Textbook:
	Timeless Voices Timeless Themes. Prentice Hall.   


Course Description
English III is a survey of British Literature from the Anglo-Saxon to the modern period. This broad overview of British fiction and non-fiction emphasizes increased thinking, reading, writing, and language skills throughout all units of study.   

 

Course Objectives
Students will use reading strategies, such as TPCASTT and SMART, to increase comprehension and develop critical thinking skills.  They will also be exposed to Bloom’s Taxonomy.  Besides strengthening their argumentative writing skills, students will compose literary analysis essays with a focus on interpretation of theme, mood, and effect. Grammar and vocabulary instruction will be provided to help students increase comprehension skills.  All students will collect assignments in a portfolio (binder or folder) and frequently reflect on how they are growing as thinkers, readers, and writers.

By the end of the year, students will write several literary analysis essays.  Some will incorporate research and outside references.  All juniors take the Prairie State Achievement Examination (PSAE), including the ACT in April, so instruction will include test-taking skills and strategies.

Outline of Common Units
	Semester 1
	Semester 2

	· Literary Analysis of Poetry 
· Close Critical Reading: Beowulf 

· Close Critical reading: excerpts from  Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Milton’s Paradise Lost, and/or Gardner’s Grendel
	· Shakespeare’s Macbeth (with development of critical reading and literary analysis skills)

· ACT Grammar, Reading, and Writing Preparation (including Work Keys)

· Individual Reading Projects and/or Literary Circles (novels or plays)

· Research (locating proper sources, MLA format, and Works Cited page) 


Texts studied during the school year may include the following:

Grendel


Brave New World

The Canterbury Tales


Frankenstein

“A Modest Proposal”
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

“Sir Gawain and the Green Knight”
Lord of the Flies
Never Let Me Go
Wide Sargasso Sea

The Importance of Being Earnest

Black Swan Green

Pygmalion

Jane Eyre


Long Way Down                                           Hard Times   

Additional selections of canonical and contemporary British Literature will also be assigned throughout the course. 
Grading
	Grading Scale:
	A = 90-100
	B = 80-89
	C = 70-79
	D = 60-69
	F = 59 or lower


Grading criteria will include homework, tests, essays, presentations, portfolios/reflections, participation, and attendance.

Departmental quarterly assessments will be between 5% and 10% of a student’s final grade.

Curie Metro High School English Department

September 2010

