Rappaccini’s Daughter Questions
1. When and in what city does the story take place?

2. How does Giovanni Guasconti happen to be on the scene?

3. What color links the spectacular shrub in the garden with Beatrice?

4. Name at least one other characteristic common to the two.

5. Who is Baglioni? What is his relationship with Rappaccini?

6. Before Giovanni meets Beatrice, what does he see, or think he sees, that makes him fear her? 

7. After he meets her, what makes him ignore his fears until Baglioni’s visit?

8. Giovanni suspects that Rappaccini has arranged for him to visit the garden.  Why does he think so?

9. What might be Rappaccini’s reasons for allowing a man to visit Beatrice?  For choosing Giovanni to be that man?

10. During their first meeting in the garden, why does Beatrice stop Giovanni from plucking a blossom from her “sister” plant?

11. What causes her to hide her face and run away?

12. Could Giovanni trust Baglioni’s opinion of Rappaccini?  Why, or why not?

13. At the tale’s end, why does Baglioni’s voice suggest triumph as well as horror?

14. When Giovanni suggests that both he and Beatrice drink Baglioni’s antidote, why does she say, “I will drink-but do thou await the result”?

15. Is Giovanni truly in love with Beatrice?  Is she truly in love with him?  Give reasons for your answers.

16. Giovanni called Beatrice a “poisonous thing”; she claimed that there was more poison in his nature than in hers.  With whom do you agree?

News Story

Write one of these news stories about Beatrice Rappaccini: (1) a factual, objective report on her death and the coroner’s decision blaming it on natural causes; (2) a sensational, tabloid-style report on her ability to kill small animals with her breath, and humans with her kiss. 

Use vocabulary words in sentences
Reminiscence

Aspect

Opulent

Resplendent

Demeanor

Malignant

Terminate

Cordiality

Erroneous

Testily

Deleterious

Portal

Analogy

Phenomenon

Verdure

Recompensate

Unintelligible

Vagary

Affinity

Baneful

Lurid

Assuage

Speculative

Untoward

Imperturbable

Pertinacity

Ebullition

Vacuity

Delusory

Equanimity

Depraved

Deportment

Connoisseur

Fervor

Evanescent

Emaciated

Sophist

Transmute

Reverie

Infringing

Articulated

Imbue

Evince

Efficacious

Insinuate
